


 

 

Analysis 

Regulations for the reduction of particulate matter emissions from domestic fireplaces are usually 

used when placing new installations on the market (e.g. EU Regulation 1185/2015). 

In the perspective of VEUKO this is an inadequate approach as it only covers new installations and 

not the existing fireplaces. Furthermore it ignores the operator's influence. Due to the high number 

of existing installations and the relatively low renewal rate, actions for proper heating and 

maintenance of existing fireplaces are very important and have high potential for improvement. 

Especially old installations with poor performance should be replaced by new and modern fireplaces. 

Demands of VEUKO on policy makers for further efficient reduction of particulate matter emissions 

from domestic fireplaces  

1. Promote proper heating: The use of dry, untreated wood as fuel (water content <20%) as 

well as the correct ignition (top down) is essential! Information activities for the public have 

to be created (e.g. information folders, social media campaigns). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: HKI/FNR 

 

Further information: www.richtigheizen.at, www.fairfeuern.ch, www.richtigheizenmitholz.de  

 

2. Promote regular maintenance: Domestic fireplaces should be regularly maintained by the 

specialized companies. The complete domestic fireplace should be cleaned and the seals 

(stove door, flue gas connector), if necessary, should be renewed. The maintenance should 

be financially supported. 

 

3. Replacement of particularly old installations with poor performance: Appropriate actions 

have to be developed which make it possible to replace domestic fireplaces with particularly 

bad emissions (about 10-20% of the existing installations) by modern ones. 

 

4. Monitor existing legal regulations: Compliance with EU Regulation 1185/2015 must be 

observed. This is much more useful than a further tightening of the limits. 

 

http://www.richtigheizen.at/
http://www.fairfeuern.ch/
http://www.richtigheizenmitholz.de/

